In order to discredit Schuschnigg because of the Htim~
wehr ban, Prince Starhemberg made public the details of
the scandal of the Phoenix-Wien affair, when it was dis-
closed that the Federal Chancellor's own organization^ the
Qstmarkische Sturmscharen^ had benefited by 25ooo Austrian
Schillings. But what about the Heimvoehr^ retorted the
Chancellor, they have received bribes to the tune of 95,000
Schillings, so their guilt is much greater than mine.
So the merry game went on in all its fantastic gerry-
mandering, with bleatings of " Who will save my Austria? "
in different keys. Vienna has given the world great com-
posers and librettists; perhaps a Lehar or Schnitzler will
one day give us a light opera or satirical drama of this period,
when Austria was being bled by her own sons, all of whom
imagined themselves to be either the mantle-wearers of
Metternich or the torch-bearers of a new golden age.
Von Papen watched these antics with amusement and
hope, and when Prince Starhemberg commenced wholesale
demonstrations against the Chancellor and appealing to
the Duce, he knew that the rot was well set in.
Starhemberg's telegram to Mussolini of 10 May 1936,
which congratulated Mm on the rape of Ethiopia, beginning
" In the name of those who fight for Fascism in Austria
and in my own name ..." and which concluded "...
long live the victory of the Fascist idea in the whole world "}
brought cries of protest from many foreign Powers and
alarm to the Federal Chancellor, so he dismissed the Prince
from all his offices, excepting, be it noted, that of patron
of the Fatherland Front's Ladies' Aid.
Starhemberg went post-haste to Rome and was received
by Mussolini, but his hopes were short-lived. Not for him
the Chancellor's role, Practically coincident with the
reception of Starhemberg, Mussolini sent Schuschnigg a
wire of greetings and support. This was on 16 May.
Schuschnigg felt that Starhemberg was the cause of the
hitch in the agreement suggested by von Papen. The Prince
had got into bad odour during the early days of the Nazi
movement, when he was a staunch and active supporter of
the N.S,D.A,P. in Germany as well as in Austria, and since
that time had been a bitter opponent of Hitler. Therefore
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